
 

 FLORES AND BANDA SEA 
                                       

 

TTHHIISS  JJOOUURRNNEEYY  CCRRUUIISSEESS  TTHHRROOUUGGHH  AA  WWIIDDEE  RRAANNGGEE  OOFF  GGEEOOLLOOGGIICCAALL  LLAANNDDSSCCAAPPEESS  AANNDD  FFOORRMMAATTIIOONNSS  OOFF  IINNDDOONNEESSIIAA,,  FFRROOMM  VVOOLLCCAANNIICC  
IISSLLAANNDDSS  TTOO  LLIIMMEESSTTOONNEE  PPIINNNNAACCLLEESS  DDEEVVEELLOOPPEEDD  FFRROOMM  AANNCCIIEENNTT  CCOORRAALL  RREEEEFFSS..  AASS  WWEE  CCRRUUIISSEE  AALLOONNGG  TTHHEE  NNAATTUURRAALL  MMIIGGRRAATTOORRYY  PPAATTHHSS  
AANNDD  PPLLAAYYGGRROOUUNNDDSS  OOFF  MMAARRIINNEE  MMAAMMMMAALLSS  SSUUCCHH  AASS  WWHHAALLEESS  AANNDD  DDOOLLPPHHIINNSS,,  TTHHIISS  TTRRIIPP  IISS  GGUUAARRAANNTTEEEEDD  TTOO  PPRROOVVIIDDEE  AAMMAAZZIINNGG  
DDIIVVEERRSSIITTYY  AANNDD  BBEEAAUUTTYY  BBOOTTHH  AABBOOVVEE  AANNDD  BBEELLOOWW  TTHHEE  WWAATTEERR..  FFLLOORREESS  AANNDD  BBAANNDDAA  SSEEAA  AARREE  BBLLEESSSSEEDD  WWIITTHH  SSOOMMEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  FFIINNEESSTT  
DDIIVVIINNGG  IINN  TTHHEE  CCOOUUNNTTRRYY..    

MAUMERE   This harbor offers some of the most amazing and diverse 
dive locations in the world. Under the pier we can find razor fish, different 
species of pipefish, seahorse, frogfish, scorpion fish a wealth of colorful 
nudibranchs plus schools of barracuda and batfish. This area provides the 
perfect setting to start or end your memorable journey.  

KAWULA, PANTAR   Whereas Kavula offers crystal blue water diving 
and spectacular overgrown drop-offs, the island of Pantar shows its best 
side for the night dive. In between the dives there is the opportunity to visit 
a local village. 

ALOR   This area, the famed Alor Strait is another landmark on the 
Indonesian diving map. Sitting dramatically in the strait between the two 
large islands of Pantar to the west and Alor to the east are three small 
volcanoes that have long been extinct. The largest of these is the verdant 
island of Pura. This is another centre for traditional weaving and the 
islanders here are Melanesian in ethnicity with dark skin and tight curly 
hair. 

Not only does Pura offer pristine reefs, each village protects the reef on its 
shores and practices a sustainable fishing system of traditional fish traps 
and spear fishing, but also the opportunity of seeing the spear fishermen 
carrying out their trade. The men and kids are a delight, diving down to 
20m on occasion, to tend the traps or shoot a nearby reef fish. They also 
make willing underwater photo subjects. There are also great 
opportunities to take split shots of the small outriggers with the spear 
fishermen hunting below. 

 

 

 
REEF BASICS    

diving b and a se a, divin g ba nda  island s, divin g flo res s ea, diving i ndo nesia, ban da isla nds liv eab oar d, b anda  sea  liveab oar d, flo res s ea liv eabo ard , ind onesi a livea boa rd, ban da isla nds in fo divi ng, ban da se a inf o divin g, flo res s ea in fo divi ng, i ndon esia i nfo divi ng, ban da isla nds diving s easo n, b and a sea  diving  seas on, flor es sea  divin g seas on, i ndo nesia diving seas on, mau mer e, k aluwa, pant ar,  flor es, flo res s ea, alor , lam aker a, p ulau w eta r, p ulau rom ang , pul au t erb ang,  pula u se roa,  pul au m anuk , pul au luci par a, g unu ng a pi, b and a sea , ba nda  islands , a mbon , pul au r un, pula u ai, pula u hat ta, ban denei ra, spice isl ands,  son da isla nds, moluc cas isla nd, f ro m a mbo n to mau me re, k elimut u, n usa t eng gar a, in don esia div e cr uises, i ndo nesia dive sit es, in don esia div e se ason,  indo nesia  dive packa ges,  indo nesia holid ays div e, ind onesi a divin g m ap  
 

Diving season From March to April and from October to December. The months of March and April, and mid/late-September to early/mid-
December are the best times for diving in the Banda Sea, based upon surface conditions. 

Rainy season From January to February and from June to August. 
Water temperature 25-30°C 
Visibility 8-30m. 
Depth 5- >40m. 
Currents Can be strong. 
Surface conditions Can be rough in Maumere and Alor. 
Experience level Intermediate-advanced. 
Dive sites  ~65. 
Length of stay Recommended 10-16 days on liveaboard cruise. 



TRIP ADVISOR    
how to get to al or, how t o get  to fl ores , how  to get t o nu sa te ngg ara , how  to get t o m aum ere , how to g et t o am bon , how  to g et molucc as, h ow to get s ond a islan ds, how to  get  ba nda isl ands,  how to g et spic e islan ds, al or w eath er,  flor es we athe r, n usa t eng gar a wea the r, m au mer e wea the r, so nda w eath er, mol uccas w eath er, ban da we ath er  
 

Airport Arrival Airport Maumere. Departure Airport Ambon. International flights reach Bali or Jakarta, then domestic flight to 
Maumere. From Ambon domestic flight to Bali or Jakarta connecting international flight. 

Weather 27-32 degrees. Indonesia has two seasons: wet and dry. In most of Indonesia the wet season is from October to April and 
the dry from May to September. Banda Sea seasons: please see the box above. 

 
Here we have many different diving options. Whether you prefer drifting along coral encrusted walls, sloping reefs in crystal 
clear water or hunting for nudibranchs and ghost pipefish there really is something for everyone.  
On the north coast of Alor we have a dive site where you will be completely surrounded by fish life. Steep slopes and drift 
diving on the current bring in the big fish on to this beautiful reef. Certainly good enough for a second look! 
 

WETAR   The west coast of Wetar boasts amazing dive sites with drop-
offs, colorful reefs and abundant fish life. Here there is a good chance to 
see some pelagics. Mind your depth as you swim over the edge in deep 
blue water as we are many miles away from civilization! Along the north 
coast we have regular sightings of dolphins and whales, often just a few 
meters away from the dive site! 

ROMANG   The terrain slopes into the blue Banda Sea inviting you to 
swim amongst gorgonian fans, huge sponges and rainbow colored soft 
corals. Keep your eyes out in the blue for tuna, Napoleon wrasses and 
sharks. Some of the spots around Romang are influenced by volcanic 
activity and provide great night diving where we can see Spanish dancers 
and fascinating bobtail squid. 

TERBANG   Starting from the shallow reef top to the deep here is 
amazing coral growth and diversity. As you take in this natural wonders 
the diver will be watched by the inhabitants of the reef and passing 
pelagics. The fish are still curious here because it is so rarely dived. 

SEROA   Here we dive another volcanic island which rises out of the 
deep Banda Sea, far out in the open ocean. Life is sparse on the island 
but underwater the steep walls are covered in corals you will experience a 
wonderful dive. On the night dive we have a good chance to see the shy 
Sarong shrimp. 

MANUK   Is it the island of sea snakes or the island of birds? This island 
has two unique things to offer. Thousands of seabirds inhabit the island, 
from frigate birds to boobies; it’s a spectacle you will enjoy. Underwater 
sea snakes are present by the dozen and if we are lucky we’ll see them 
hunting in a pack. But also the reefs along this island are beautiful, a mix 
of walls and slopes with corals in all colors and sizes. In between you 
always will spot some sharks, tuna and jacks. 

LUCIPARA   In the north of Gunung Api is a remote archipelagic atoll 
named Lucipara. These atolls are also surrounded by a seafloor that is 
3.000 feet below. Consisting of three large islands and a few tiny reefs 
that just break the surface. The islands offer vertical walls and visibility of 
over 120 feet with very mild currents. They are also home to a population 
of the large sponges. Some barrel sponges can swallow a diver in their 
orifice without difficulty. 

GUNUNG API   It’s a volcano that’s summit breaks the sea’s surface by 
800 feet yet which has its base on the seabed some 13.000 feet below. 
The island created by the volcano is 120 miles from the next nearest 
landfall and is therefore home to the reef fish that populate it’s steep drop 
offs and walls, occasional visiting pelagics, and extraordinarily an 
uncountable population of banded and olive sea snakes. These marine 
reptiles have found a sanctuary here among the warm volcanic vents and 
reef fish that live in the area. It is truly a unique spot that never ceases to 
amaze divers. In some shots there are over thirty snakes in the frame and 
they make inquisitive yet docile subjects. 
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INFO@CRUISINGINDONESIA.COM 

 E-mail us for a tailor-made diving cruise  
WWW.CRUISINGINDONESIA.COM 
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BANDA ISLANDS   Banda had an important place in Indonesian and 
world history. Dominated by a 2.500 feet active volcano, for more than 
three hundred years these tiny islands were the centre of wealth for the 
Dutch colonies. They were the only source of the rare spices of nutmeg 
and mace for centuries and the Dutch, after capturing them from the 
Portuguese, guarded them jealously from all comers including the 
English. For centuries, a kilo of these spices held more value than the 
same weight in gold.  The old fort, the governor's house, the church, 
nutmeg plantations, are well worth visit and bring us back to colonial era. 

Let's not forget the diving, both Pulau Run and Pulau Ai have pristine 
clear waters, lovely walls and good fish life, we might go a bit deeper in 
search of more hammerheads, big fish can be seen here as well, 
napoleons, schools of black snappers, bumpheads, etc. The outer reefs of 
Bandaneira are full of marine fauna of all colors and shapes. Schooling 
fish gather and the macro life is rich. A really unique area is the dive 
under the pier of Bandaneira. The size of the mandarin fish are just out of 
this world and if you are looking for other critters, cockatoo wasp fish, 
flying gurnards, frog fish, juvenile barramundis, juvenile emperor angle 
fish, juvenile sweetlips. A bit south is Hatta, consisting of an underwater 
coral garden with a friendly school of bumpheads and some white tips 
among its highlights. 

Those who are fit and want to get up early, can climb the Volcano Gunung 
Api to watch the sunrise. Of course diving is our main focus and the dive 
site Lava Flow is not to be missed. Twenty years ago Gunung Api erupted 
and the lava poured into the ocean and in the short time since a hard 
coral garden grew which is unrivalled in the world. Table corals are over 
5m width, staghorn corals as far as the eye can see and even endemic 
species found nowhere else is just a sample of what you can see here. 

AMBON   The diving around the island is great, the wreck in the bay is full 
of life, pilot whales sometimes come close to the pier, but without a doubt 
Laha offers the best diving and is an unforgettable experience. Laha 
could be compared with Lembeh, it is pure muck at its best: mimics, 
flamboyant cuttlefish, rhinopias, ribbon eels, Ambon scorpion fish, frog 
fish by the dozens, ghost pipe fish... you name it, it is all there. 
Photographers... get ready! 
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 Photo Courtesy: Gianluca Afflitti  
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SIDETRIPS  
  

 

Trekking: Inland excursion from Maumere to Kelimutu Volcano. 
Touring: Alor traditional villages. 
Expedition: Lamalera a very last traditional whaling community. 

-PLEASE INQUIRY FOR DETAILS IF INTERESTED-   
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GO TO THE HOME PAGE OF: 

TO SEE ANOTHER INDONESIA DIVE SITES  
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